Town of Oxford

Board of Selectmen

Minutes of 1/15/2009

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Chairman Floyd Thayer. Other members present were Scott Owens Vice-chair Dennis Sanborn, Jay Goforth and Roger Jackson. Also present were Town Manager Michael Chammings (TM), Town Clerk Ellen Morrison, approximately two members of the public. One reporter was present.

Chairman Thayer led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Adjustments to the Agenda- 8C- Pawn Broker License

Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded Jay Goforth to add 8C to the 
agenda. Motion passed 5-0
4. Action on Minutes-

A. 12/30/2008

Roger Jackson made a motion which was seconded by Scott Owens to accept as 


presented the minutes of 12/30/2008.
Motion passed 5-0.
5. Manager’s Update/Report – 


The revaluation is 77% complete.

The timber harvest took in more than bid.

Governor made cuts to revenue sharing and tree growth by 10% this will affect 
the budget.

Thursday the Planning Board will have a workshop on the Peddler’s Ordinance. 
They wanted some input prior to the formal public hearing. Since our voting has 
changed, ordinances will be part of the referendum vote on election day in June 
with the state and MSAD #17 ballots. This ballot will have the Peddler’s 
Ordinance, Pawn Broker Ordinance and the election of Fire Chief to an 
appointed position. 

Audit has been completed.
6. Questions/Comments from the Public-


With all the inclement weather, Lewis Staples jokingly asked if the town could 



sand his private road. (No)
7. Questions/Comments from the Selectmen- Jay Goforth asked if the power washer 
was being used. TM said that the soap was expensive but it was used on the large 
trucks.
8. New Business-


A. Reserve Transfers-



1. General Assistance- $5,000 from #85111 Fuel Donations to #80-10-02 


    General Assistance Account. 



2. Town Office- $25,000 from the Town Building Reserve to #10-90-02 


    Maintenance and Compliance.


Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Jay Goforth to approve the 
transfers as read. Motion passed 5-0


B. Road Opening Permit Fees- TM recommends that a fee be charged for a road 
opening permit to help cover the cost of a site visit from the Highway Foreman or 
the Road Commissioner.


Discussion- Selectman Goforth asked the TM if poly can be used for culverts. TM 
said that they can if they are placed deep enough in the ground. Selectman 
Jackson had issue with the “fee” which he felt was another tax. He though it was 
part of the job for the foreman or road commissioner to inspect a site for road 
openings. He was opposed to the fee.


Jay Goforth made a motion which was seconded by Scott Owens to approve the 
$20.00 Road Opening Permit Fees. 


Motion passed 4-1 (Jackson)


C.  Pawnbroker License- TM recommends that the town work on a Pawn 
Broker’s License since there currently isn’t one for the town. Scott Owens made a 
motion which was seconded by Jay Goforth to approve the application for a Pawn 
Brokers License for Oxford Trading Post. Motion passed 4-0-1 (Jackson)
 
9. Sign Warrants #28 & #29- 

Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to sign 
warrants #28 & #29. Motion passed 5-0
10. Executive Session- none
11. Adjournment- 

Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Jay Goforth to adjourn. 
Dennis Sanborn recognized Steve McAllister as a late arrival in the audience and recommended that he be allowed to speak. TM tried to explain that we had a motion and a second on a non-debatable issue and needed to continue with adjournment. Selectmen decided to hear Mr. McAllister who had a complaint about a highway worker driving too fast for the road he lives on. He claimed that both he and his son had to dive out of the way. He addressed the issue with the highway foreman who had the employee call Mr. McAllister. Mr. McAllister felt that this was unprofessional and wanted the selectmen to know.

 Motion passed 5-0

Meeting adjourned at 7:06pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ellen M. Morrison CCM

Town Clerk of Oxford

