Town of Oxford

Board of Selectmen

Minutes of 12/03/2009

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Scott Owens - Vice-chair. Other members present were Dennis Sanborn, Jay Goforth and Roger Jackson. Also present were Town Manager Michael Chammings (TM), Town Clerk Ellen Morrison, approximately 4 members of the public and Donna Hays, the Assessors’ Agent. Two reporters were present.
Chairman Floyd Thayer was absent.

Vice-chair Scott Owens led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Adjustments to the Agenda-none
4. Action on Minutes-

A. 10/01/2009 & 11/19/2009

James Goforth made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to accept as 

presented the minutes of 10/01/2009 & 11/19/2009.
Motion passed 4-0.

5. Manager’s Update/Report – 


 TM reported that they have patched from the top and underneath the roof to stop the water damage to Kay House. The insurance company will come down and inspect the damage to the ceiling and the walls. It will be a lot of work to repair. We believe it happened due to faulty workmanship. So we will get a statement from that contractor for the insurance company and go from there. There was a hard rain last night and Tom Cushman inspected the building but could find no moisture.


The Noble Rd. is being surveyed for $1,900.00. The vegetation is out of there now. It will be engineered for the topography of the road in the spring and will be built up. TM said that the road has held up well.


The Town office gym is being used a lot by residents for basketball and volleyball two to three days a week.

General Assistance requests are up as well as fuel assistance requests. TM doesn’t see any signs of that slowing down; Town Clerk agreed. Some towns are at their budget already but we are not.

The bank has not provided any information on the water rights for the Marina yet which is tied in with the mill. The lawyers are researching that.

The Special Selectmen’s Meeting that was set last time had to be moved to the 16th of December at 6:00pm due to a conflict with the Chairman. The only items on the agenda are two executive sessions and no decisions will be made that night. 

TM was hoping to get a little snow on the ground in order to burn the building on the Roller Rink Rd. He said that the Town wasn’t the one that has cleaned up the property. It was a friend of Mr. McGowan and he did a wonderful job. The only building to be burned is the main building. The Fire Department will schedule that with Public Works. A lien will be placed on the property to cover the cost of taking down the building and also to cover the legal fees. Public Works will dispose of the debris.
6. Questions/Comments from the Public-


Lois Pike commented that the Robinson Hill Rd. received extensive water damage with the last rain near Nellie Pike’s. TM will look into it. 


Former resident Tom Cushman asked the TM if the Town still did ditching because that would help with the water. Currently he felt that there was an issue on Tiger Hill Rd. TM said that he hadn’t noticed a problem there and that the Town does still ditch. Mr. Cushman said that the downhill side has leaves piled up.
7. Questions/Comments from the Selectmen-

Roger Jackson wanted to welcomed back Town Clerk Ellen Morrison who had been out on medical leave. He also wanted to commend Duke of the Advertiser Democrat for his initiative in helping the residents of Oxford.


Jay Goforth asked the TM about the bucket loader. TM needs to meet with Steve Brown and speck out. Took the bucket from the fire truck and snow plow down to the garage but it doesn’t fit the one there. With the changes to the transfer station and the horseshoe drive, there will be a lot more snow removal. Selectman Goforth also asked about old Engine 3 and if it has gone out to bid. He is aware of someone who is interested. TM said to send him over.

Scott Owens asked if a workshop could be scheduled on Robinson Mill. It will be on December 17 at 5:30pm to 6:30pm prior to the regular meeting.
8. New Business-


A. Abatements-



TM recognized Donna Hays, the Assessor’s Agent and asked her to speak. 
She said that she has had about 150 abatement requests. She felt that this was 
normal for the amount of properties we have. She has spent a lot of time 
researching these and asked the selectmen to approve her recommendations. 
Jay Goforth made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to abate the 
assessor’s recommendations as listed here:
	Abatements Requests
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Donna's

	Name
	Parcel
	Value
	Taxes
	
	Recommendation

	Raymond & Marilyn Colby
	R02/017
	4900
	61.50
	 
	Yes

	Edgar Colby
	U35/017
	24200
	 
	303.71
	No

	Beth Hodgdon
	U20/006
	78300
	982.67
	
	Yes

	David & Christina Twitchell
	R08/001
	209900
	2634.25
	
	Yes

	Opal Duchette
	U13/086
	75000
	 
	941.25
	No

	Chadbourne Tree Farms
	R12/008
	34500
	432.98
	
	Yes

	Lerryn Besancon
	U13/072
	67200
	843.36
	
	Yes

	Barbara Ronkko
	U48/003
	2700
	33.89
	
	Yes

	Franklin E. Hodson Jr.
	R11/11D
	19900
	249.75
	
	Yes

	Kevin Hodson
	R10/62L-2
	8400
	105.42
	
	Yes

	Theodore Heidrich
	U33/025
	8900
	111.70
	
	Yes

	Gregory Weymouth
	U44/5A
	43700
	548.44
	**
	Yes

	Walter & Muriel Lang
	R09/014
	32600
	409.13
	
	Yes

	Ronald Paine
	R01/016
	28100
	352.66
	
	Yes

	Dennis Paquin
	R10/64B
	19100
	239.71
	
	Yes

	The Randall M. Hodson Revocable Trust
	U31/006
	42600
	534.63
	
	Yes

	Basil M. Chadbourne III
	R04/011
	29200
	366.46
	
	Yes

	Estate of Carl Milligan
	U04/006
	105800
	1327.79
	
	Yes

	Raymond Colby
	R02/025
	2400
	 
	30.12
	No

	John Varney
	R13/021
	12000
	150.60
	
	Yes

	Burton L. Cockum Jr.
	U01/005
	13300
	166.92
	
	Yes

	John Varney
	U45/019
	16700
	209.59
	
	Yes

	Randy & Tia Cladden
	R10/62L
	14100
	176.96
	
	Yes

	Michael Labrecque
	R07/41-7L
	8800
	110.44
	
	Yes

	Derwin Childs
	R02/22C
	14900
	187.00
	
	Yes

	
	
	
	
	
	

	** correction from 248.44 sh/be 548.44
	
	815,600.00
	$10,235.85
	1275.08
	


Motion passed 4-0


B. Donations- 


Roger Jackson made a motion which was seconded by Jay Goforth to 
accept the donation of $100.00 from Joyce and Bernie Reiner for the Keep Oxford 
Warm Fund. 


Motion passed 4-0
9. Sign Warrants #22 & #23-
 

Jay Goforth made a motion which was seconded by 
Roger Jackson to sign 
warrants #22 & #23.

Motion passed 4-0
10. Executive Session-none
11. Adjournment- 

Jay Goforth made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to adjourn. Motion passed 4-0

Meeting adjourned at 6:55pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ellen M. Morrison CCM

Town Clerk of Oxford

