Town of Oxford

Board of Selectmen

Minutes of 12/04/2008


The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Scott Owens Vice-chair. Other members present were Dennis Sanborn, Jay Goforth and Roger Jackson. Also present were Town Manager Michael Chammings (TM), Town Clerk Ellen Morrison, and approximately four members of the public. Two reporters were present.

Chairman Floyd Thayer was absent.


Vice-Chairman Owens led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Adjustments to the Agenda-none

4. Action on Minutes-


A. 11/20/2008


James Goforth made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to accept as 
presented the minutes 11/20/2008.

Motion passed 4-0.

5. Manager’s Update/Report – 

TM said that with the help of Tom Cushman and David Foster, the Kay House  heating system has been drained and winterized. Bob Cotton of the Historical Society has requested that the cost be split with the town, so the TM is requesting that of the selectmen. The antifreeze was $1,260 for 120 gallons, the cost for a technician and other supplies was about $500. TM calculates that the town’s portion would be approximately $825. Since there no longer is a tenant in the building, heating costs would be saved. The last meeting of the Historical Society will be their Christmas party in December. Next meeting won’t be till spring. TM once again thanked Tom Cushman and David Foster for all their hard work during some bitterly cold days. Selectman Owens asked the other selectmen if they agreed on splitting the cost with the Historical Society and all agreed.
County Commissioner/Guest Speaker

Caldwell Jackson came at the request of the TM and selectmen to help shed some light on the county’s budget. He explained that there has been a 8.7% increase over last years budget due in part to a decrease in funding from the state for the sheriff’s department, a decrease in interest revenue, a decrease in fees from the registry both east and west, an increase in oil of $20,000 over last year and a payroll package that included a $90,000 increase in salaries. These items according to Commissioner Jackson can’t be changed and they make the budget increase from 3.35% to the 8.7%. TM asked why the town is held accountable to their allowed increase in budget and the county isn’t. TM also asked if it was true that the “very part time” commissioners were given full health benefits. Commissioner Jackson said that it was part of the benefits. TM said that he can’t afford to pay health benefits for part timers and maybe the county shouldn’t either. The TM asked the commissioner to be more responsive to what’s going on in the county and make cuts just like the town has to. Commissioner Jackson said that right now they are in contract negotiations with the sheriff’s department. Selectman Sanborn asked why the county has not changed to a fiscal year even though it was passed a few years ago. Jackson explained that it was a difficult process since the towns that aren’t fiscal would have to appropriate for 18 months. TM explained that the county could do a 12-month and then a 6-month budget also. TM recommended that the county move forward on that because it was worth it in the long run. Selectman Owens and the other selectmen, along with the TM thanked Commissioner Jackson for his time and coming to the meeting.

6. Questions/Comments from the Public-none
 

7. Questions/Comments from the Selectmen- none

Jay Goforth made a motion, which was seconded by Roger Jackson to enter into executive session prior to New Business, pursuant to:

1 M.R.S.A.§405(6)(F) Discussion of confidential records 

1 M.R.S.A.§405(6)(C) Economic Development.

Motion passed 4-0.

10. Executive Session- at 6:55pm

Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Jay Goforth to come out of executive session at 7:15pm.
8. New Business


A. Donations- Fuel Account-


Jay Goforth made a motion, which was seconded by Roger Jackson to accept the following donations to the Emergency Heating Fuel Account #80111:


1. $100.00 
from Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Reiner


2. $100.00
from Mr. & Mrs. William Jackson 

Motion passed 4-0


B. Reserve Transfer-

Jay Goforth made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to transfer $2,000 from #599 subdivision account to  $60-40-23 field expense- Pismo

Motion passed 4-0


C. Ambulance Writeoff-

Jay Goforth made a motion, which was seconded by Roger Jackson to table the request till more information is available.

Motion passed 4-0

9. Sign Warrants #22 & #23- 

Jay Goforth made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to sign warrants #22 & #23

Motion passed 4-0
10. Executive Session-(Done previously)

11. Adjournment- 

Jay Goforth made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to adjourn. Motion passed 4-0

Meeting adjourned at 7:22pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ellen M. Morrison CCM

Town Clerk of Oxford

