Town of Oxford

Board of Selectmen

Minutes of 2/19/2009

The meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Chairman Floyd Thayer. Other members present were Scott Owens Vice-chair Dennis Sanborn, Jay Goforth and Roger Jackson. Also present were Town Manager Michael Chammings (TM), Town Clerk Ellen Morrison and approximately five members of the public. Two reporters were present.

Chairman Thayer led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Adjustments to the Agenda-

A. New Business- 8G Ambulance Fees


Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to add 8G to 
the agenda. Motion passed 5-0
4. Action on Minutes-

A. 2/05/2009

James Goforth made a motion which was seconded by Scott Owens to accept as 


presented the minutes 2/05/2009.
Motion passed 5-0.
5. Manager’s Update/Report – 


TM gave the floor to Greg Chabot of Runyon, Kersteen and Oullette to present 
the audit. 

 The Town of Oxford received an unqualified opinion for the year ended June 30, 
2008. (See attachment #1 pages 1-7) Mr. Chabot classified the report as a “very 
clean audit” and that “other towns would be envious of Oxford’s financial 
position”.  Mandated by the state to be reported as a significant deficiency yet not 
deemed a material weakness is the fact that our auditors also prepare the final 
statement. TM expressed his disagreement with this practice responding that there 
wasn’t a need to double pay for services. He believes the state is going to make 
some changes to this requirement but until they do, the town will have this on the 
audit. Mr. Chabot agreed that new standards were coming in to change this. 
Chairman Thayer asked if our revenues were in line with other towns our size. He 
was told that they were. Larger cities get more in revenues because of the state 
programs that they have.
     
TM informed the selectmen that the town’s web site was up and running and 
could be accessed at www.oxfordmaine.org . It is currently in the early stages but 
does offer information on hours, permits, warrants and minutes. In the future, the 
town hopes to have property and tax information to help eliminate calls to the 
office and be user friendly for the residents. TM suggested that all take a look at 
the site. 
6. Questions/Comments from the Public-


The reporter from the Advertiser Democrat asked who had done the web site for 
the town. Clerk Ellen Morrison checked the warrant to confirm that it was NET 
Matrix.  
7. Questions/Comments from the Selectmen- none
8. New Business-


A. Post Audit Review- done previously

B. Peddlers Ordinance- 

TM stated that the Planning Board was recommending that the Peddlers 
Ordinance be presented at a public hearing as written. Scott Owens made a 
motion which was seconded by Jay Goforth to direct the TM to set up a public 
hearing according to state law and town ordinance.

Discussion- Selectman Jackson wanted everyone to back up a bit. He thought that 
this wasn’t necessary and would only benefit a few. He felt that it was another tax 
and interfered with free enterprise.  He recommended that this be stopped right 
here because the town already has too many fees. Selectman Owens felt that it 
was best to let the town vote it up or down. He was concerned about traffic 
hazards when vendors set up along side the road. TM said that traffic is controlled 
by the police currently and vendors are moved if creating a hazard. Chairman 
Thayer wants to sell strawberries this summer to make ends meet and questioned 
if he would have to have a permit and a background check to do so with this 
ordinance. Since he was told yes, he asked if we were creating another issue by 
this. TM did say that some members of the Planning Board thought that this may 
create a can of worms. Marilyn Colby asked if only two people can get something 
on the warrant. TM explained that he brings all requests to the selectmen for their 
review. Selectman Goforth asked if Yarmouth had any issues with this ordinance. 
TM explained that this was for one particular issue that did stop after the 
ordinance was in place. He furthered explained that one argument for this 
ordinance would be to protect residents from unscrupulous vendors, possible 
stolen property or tainted products.  Selectman Owens asked if we should be 
protecting Oxford tax payers from outside vendors who don’t pay any taxes in 
town. Chairman Thayer didn’t want to create another law that was more trouble 
than it was worth. Police Chief Jon Tibbetts asked how big of a problem outside 
vendors were. Chairman Thayer and the other selectman decided that it would be 
beneficial for the chief to look into this matter and review the proposed 
ordinance. Selectman Owens rescinded his motion and Selectman Goforth 
rescinded his second. Roger Jackson made a motion which was seconded by 
Floyd Thayer to table this issue for review by the Chief of Police and address it at 
the next meeting. Motion to table passed 5-0

C. General Obligation Bond Payment- Roger Jackson made a motion which 
was seconded by Scott Owens to transfer $26,325.01 from the town’s checking 
account into the Bank of New York’s debt service account.

Motion passed 5-0

 D. Appointment(s) - Budget Committee 

Roger Jackson made a motion which was seconded Scott Owens to appoint to the 
Budget Committee the following:



1. Paula Pike for a three year term



2. Olive Sanborn for a three year term



3. Paula Thayer for a three year term



4. Trudie Hazelton for a term of two years


5. Erin Kate Morrison for a term of two years


Motion passed 5-0


E. Budget Review- TM reviewed a tentative schedule (See attachment #2) and a 
draft of the budget (See attachment #3)

F. Poverty Abatement- (To be discussed in Executive Session)

G. Ambulance Fees- Roger Jackson made a motion which was seconded by Scott 
Owens to allow the TM to approve the fee increases recommended by the billing 
company. Motion passed 5-0

9. Sign Warrants #33 & #34 - Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by 
Jay Goforth to sign warrants #33 & #34. Motion passed 5-0
10. Executive Session- Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Roger 
Jackson to enter into Executive Session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6) (F) 
Confidential Records at 7:35pm.

At 7:45pm Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to 
come out of Executive Session.

8. New Business (continued)


F. Poverty Abatement- No action taken, back taxes already in foreclosure. Scott 
Owens made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to allow the TM to 
enter into a new purchase and sale agreement. Motion passed 5-0
10. Executive Session- Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Roger 
Jackson to enter into Executive Session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6) (A) 
Personnel Matters at 7:48pm.

At 7:52pm Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to 
come out of Executive Session.


Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to sign the 
TM’s contract. 
11. Adjournment- 

Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Jay Goforth to adjourn. Motion passed 5-0

Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ellen M. Morrison CCM

Town Clerk of Oxford

