Town of Oxford

Board of Selectmen

Minutes of 9/04/2008
Boston Post Cane (8A)


Thanks to the quick action of the Oxford Fire and Rescue in setting up tables and chairs, an outdoor reception was held on the lawn of the Town Office at 6:30pm to present the Boston Post Cane to Gertrude Hesse (age 103 years young) of  192 Number Six Rd. Chairman Thayer informed those in attendance of  some of the key points in Gertrude’s life and then presented her with the Boston Post Cane and a commemorative certificate. She is the mother of Robert Hesse of Rescue and Planning Board and mother-in-law of Patty Hesse of Rescue. Family and friends were present. Following the reception, those wishing to attend the selectmen’s meeting entered the building.

The meeting was called to order at 6:40pm by Chairman Floyd Thayer. Other members present were Scott Owens Vice-chair Dennis Sanborn, Jay Goforth and Roger Jackson. Also present were Town Manager Michael Chammings (TM), Town Clerk Ellen Morrison, approximately seven members of the public. One reporter was present.

Chairman Thayer led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Adjustments to the Agenda- 


Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Jay Goforth to add 

E.  Abatement to the agenda. Motion passed 5-0  
4. Action on Minutes-

A. August 21, 2008

James Goforth made a motion which was seconded by Scott Owens to accept as 


presented the minutes of August 21, 2008.
Motion passed 5-0. 
5. Manager’s Update/Report – 


Androscoggin Home Health Building on Pottle Rd. has been sold to Stephens 
Memorial Hospital, so it will still be tax exempt (Apx. $9,000 loss in possible tax 
revenue) Welchville Dam has been opened today because of a sink hole that 
needs to be repaired. Sand bags have been used but permission from the state has 
to be given. That’s why it is opened now. Lewis Staples brought in a copy of the 
plan for the land around the Welchville Dam. The town’s land is a nice large 
piece of property. It will be repinned to identify location of property lines to 
check for infringement of abutters. TM is finishing up specks for the truck and 
that will go out to bid next week. TM explained that his report is brief due to the 
issues with the elevator this afternoon.   
6. Questions/Comments from the Public-


Lewis Staples suggested to the TM to check the corner lot on the dam plan 
because it had been surveyed. 


Marilyn Colby asked if the highway crew had received training on grading as 
promised. TM explained that grading is very difficult and the opportunity for the 
training didn’t happen. The projects weren’t done. The crew was busy with road 
repair and washouts. At this point with winter approaching, no grading will be 
done till next year.   
7. Questions/Comments from the Selectmen- 


Selectman Owens inquired about the maintenance of the soccer field because 
sprinklers have been on the fields when players arrive for practice and games.


TM stated that it was Shawn Knowlan of Two Cousins Lawn Care. TM suggested 
that the coaches get a schedule to the TM and he would make sure that the lawn 
maintenance team received it. 
8. New Business-


A. Boston Post Cane- Gertrude Hesse  

Reception and presentation was held prior to the meeting on the front lawn. Table 
and chairs were set up by rescue since the elevator wasn’t working.

B. Liquor License- Catering Function Barn Dance

Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to approve 
and sign the application for Western Maine Gourmet Services. Motion passed 5-0

C. Sign Ordinance- (See attachment #1)

Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Jay Goforth to direct the TM 
to place the sign ordinance on the next town warrant pending review by the 
MMA’s legal staff. Motion passed 5-0


D. Town Wood Lot Survey- The current harvesting plan/recommendations for 
the town’s woodlot would have basic maintenance and the removal of at risk 
trees. This could bring in a substantial amount of money, upwards of $30,000. 
TM would like to go into a contract with the forester and would walk the property 
to determine what trees should be harvested. The forester would receive 10% for 
his fee. TM would check references. Once the funding is received TM would like 
to set up an emergency fuel account for the townspeople that don’t qualify for 
general assistance but will be affected by rising fuel costs and low income. A 
special town meeting would be needed to do that. But first TM wants to move 
forward with marking. Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Jay 
Goforth to allow the TM to move forward on this. 

Discussion- Selectman Jackson wanted a second opinion on the report that this 
forester had given. Jackson recommended that his brother-in-law Art Bellwood 
give his opinion and that he would do it for free. Marilyn Colby asked about the 
forestry program at the high school saying that she thought they had done this 
before. TM was concerned about “overkill” since we were already set up with a 
forester. TM did agree to have Selectman Jackson’s brother-in-law join them 
when they walked the land. Lois Pike questioned whether or not funds could be 
used for something other that 
the Town Farm Account. TM explained that 
historically a farm account is used to help the indigent and this should qualify. He 
will check into it. TM wants to move forward on the woodlot because of the at 
risk trees. He will discuss scheduling a special town meeting at the next 
selectmen’s meeting after gathering the appropriate information. 

Motion passed 5-0

E. Abatement- Map U28 Lot 23

Lot should have been deleted after abatement last year but was included in this 
year’s 
commitment. Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Roger 
Jackson to abate $1,664.00. Motion passed 5-0
9. Sign Warrants- Scott Owens made a motion which was seconded by Roger Jackson to sign warrants #9 & #10. Motion passed 5-0
10. Executive Session- none
11. Adjournment- 

Jay Goforth made a motion which was seconded by Scott Owens to adjourn. Motion passed 5-0

Meeting adjourned at 7:23pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ellen M. Morrison CCM

Town Clerk of Oxford

