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Dear Friends:

For three years it has been my privilege to guide our great state, working with the Legislature to
keep Maine people safe and put our economy on a path to recovery.

Since the arrival of the COVID-19 vaccines in December 2020, we have worked hard to get as
many shots into the arms of Maine people as quickly as possible. In the last year, more than a
million Maine people have gotten fully vaccinated from COVID-19. It is thanks to them that our
state has one of highest vaccination rates and one of the lowest death rates from COVID-19,
despite having a much older population than other states. People are coming to Maine because
we are one of the safest states in the nation.

Following the recommendations of the Economic Recovery Committee, our economy has not
only fully recovered, but has surpassed pre-pandemic projections and unemployment claims have
dropped to pre-pandemic levels. And, last year, | was pleased to sign a balanced, bipartisan
budget that finally achieves the State’s commitment to 55 percent education funding, fully
restores revenue sharing, and expands property tax relief for Maine residents.

Maine can be proud of our nation-leading progress, but our work is far from done. Through the
Maine Jobs & Recovery Plan, we will continue to address our longstanding workforce shortage,
the expansion of broadband, education and job training opportunities, housing, child care, and
transportation. Drawing on the hard work and resilience of Maine people, together we will
rebuild our economy and rise from this unprecedented challenge a state that is stronger than ever.

In 2022, | will be focused on our economy, on our climate, on our kids, on keeping people safe
and on the health and welfare of all Maine people. We have persevered, and, while challenges
remain, we will get through them together. | am proud of the people of Maine, and | am proud to
be your Governor.

Thank you,
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Janet T. Mills
Governor
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